Bishop John Robinson
Church of England Primary School

Charges and Remissions Policy

Be the best we can;
Join in Learning, Play and Prayer;

Remember God’s Word

“Jesus is the Anchor of my Soul.” Hebrews 6:19
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Mission Statement

We want all adults and children to: Be the best they can in order to have best possible start in life and
to make the most of the gifts God has given. To achieve this, we teach everyone “Whatever you do,
work at it with all your heart” (Colossians 3:23) by;

e Set ambitious targets for all pupils and staff

e Continually look for ways to improve

e Have high expectations of behaviour for all

We encourage children to: Join in Learning, to promote academic excellence and to inspire everyone
to value the importance of education in wider society. The bible teaches us God will “Instruct us in the
way of knowledge and wisdom and lead us along straight paths” (Proverbs 4:11). To achieve this, we;
e Provide an engaging curriculum with opportunities for learning in a variety of contexts
e Strive for all lessons to be focussed and engaging to allow all children to achieve
e Support deeper levels of understanding so that children can apply learning to different
settings

For children to: Join in Play is important at BJR because Play is essential for everyone’s social and
emotional development. It is a vital life skill which helps children to form the adult they will become
building trust, forgiveness and resilience. Play is the foundation for learning compassion and the
Golden Rule “Do to others as you would have them do to you” (Luke 6:31). To promote positive play,
we;

e Have dedicated staff who promote play

e Promote the importance of play

e Invest in the playground as a learning resource

We want the school community to: Join in Prayer as Christians believe that this is fundamental to
developing a relationship with God as well as giving thanks and praise. We should “Always be joyful.
Never stop praying. Whatever happens, give thanks, because it is God’s will.” (Thessalonians 5:16-18).
We encourage this though;

e High quality collective worship for all children

e Daily acts of prayer

e Valuing the essential role of our School Chaplain

We believe that we should: Remember God’s Word, as this is at the very Foundation of being a
Christian school. In promoting a practical understanding and application of Christian Values we strive
to; “Train up a child in the way they should go, And when they are old they will not depart from it”
(Proverbs 22:6) through;

e Providing High quality RE teaching and daily collective worship for all children

e Regular visits to church and other places of worship

In all aspects of school life, our school vision is key to ensuring that Bishop John Robinson CofE Primary
School offers the best education money can’t buy. Our history and naval links, our entire spiritual and
ethical ethos, and our approach to the school’s curriculum is rooted in our individual and corporate
identity: “Jesus is the anchor of my soul.” (Hebrews 9:16).
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Introduction

We believe that all our pupils should have an equal opportunity to benefit from school activities and

visits (curricular and extracurricular) independent of their parents’/carers’ financial means.

This charging and remissions policy describes how we will do our best to ensure a good range of
visits and activities is offered and, at the same time, try to minimise the financial barriers which may

prevent some pupils taking full advantage of the opportunities.

What was consulted?

The policy has been informed by the DfE guidance Planning and Funding Extended Schools.

Roles and responsibilities of headteacher, other staff, governors

The headteacher, staff and governors will ensure that the following applies:

No charges will be made for

education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books,
instruments or other equipment)

education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a
syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the
school, or part of the school’s basic curriculum for religious education

entry for a prescribed public examination, if the pupil has been prepared for it at the school*

education provided on any trip that takes place during school hours (provided by school).

supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school accompanying
pupils on a residential trip
Activities for which charges may be made
1. a) Activities outside school hours
Non-residential activities (other than those listed in 1 above) which take place outside school hours,
but only if the majority of the time spent on that activity takes place outside school hours (time
spent on travel counts in this calculation if the travel itself occurs during school hours).
1. b) Residential activities
Board and lodging costs of residential trips deemed to take place during school time. Is a residential

trip in or out of school time? If the number of school sessions on a residential trip is equal to or
greater than 50% of the number of half days spent on the trip it is deemed to have taken place
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during school hours (even if some activities take place late in the evening). Whatever the starting
and finishing times of the school day, regulations require that the school day is divided into two
sessions.

A “half day” means any period of 12 hours ending with noon or midnight on any day. When any trip
is arranged parents/carers will be notified of the policy for allocating places.

1. c) Music tuition
Music tuition for individuals or groups of up to four pupils.
The following is a form of words that could help to explain to parents and carers what may/may not

be charged for. Charges will (or may) be made as indicated below. Parental agreement will be
obtained before a charge is made.

Activity or thing which will Notes Remitted or help available

or may be charged for Charges | For example, a clay model —a When or if appropriate
will/may be made for any charge to cover the cost of the
materials, books, instruments, | clay.

or equipment, where a parent
wishes their child to own
them.

Charges will/may be made for | The cost, or a proportion of
music tuition the costs, for teaching staff
employed to provide tuition in
playing a musical instrument
or singing, where the tuition is
an optional extra for an
individual pupil or groups of up
to four pupils.

Charges will be made for the The charge will not exceed the | As appropriate
board and lodging component | actual cost
of residential trips

Charges will be made to cover | This may be voluntary in some | Help may be available
transport costs for all visits, cases, with family

trips circumstances being taken into
consideration (other siblings
within the school).

The governing body recognises its responsibility to ensure that the offer of activities and educational

visits does not place an unnecessary burden on family finances. To this end we will try to adhere to

the following guidelines:

e  Where possible we shall publish a list of visits (and their approximate cost) at the beginning
of term so that parents/carers can plan ahead

e We have established a system for parents/carers to pay in instalments
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When an opportunity for a trip arises at short notice it will be possible to arrange to pay by

instalments beyond the date of the trip
We acknowledge that offering opportunities on a “first pay, first served” basis may
discriminate against pupils from families on lower incomes and we will try to avoid that

method of selection, if possible.

Arrangements for monitoring and evaluation

The Finance Committee of the governing body will monitor the impact of this policy by receiving on
a termly basis a financial report on those activities that resulted in charges being levied, the
subsidies awarded (without giving names) and the source of those subsidies. It will seek to evaluate

the impact of the school’s extended services on those children most in need of additional support.

Update and Review
This policy was updated in January 2026. Review in January 2027
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